
October Homework 
English 

Platinum 



Spelling and Punctuation
Using a coloured pen, find the error and make corrections in the passage below.

There are 21 spelling errors. 

There are 15 punctuation errors. 

Can you find them all?

At Home with a Killer
Jurnalist and mother Elizabeth Church gives her veiw on computer games and there effects on 
children

If I told you their was something toxic and potentielly dedly in your home, somthing that could 
harm your children and affect their future chances in life, youd be anxious to throw it out wouldn’t 
you.

Why then do so many of us harbor computer games consoles in the heart of our home. Computer 
game playing is at best harmfull and at worst life threatening both consoles and games should be 
banned for under 18’s.

You may think I exagerate but no. Student Chris Staniforth aged just 20 died from a blood clot in 
his lung. The reason? Regular 12 hour sesions of computer gaming had caused DVT Deep Vein 
Thrombosis. A clot formed in his leg and then moved up to his lungs. This tragic waste of life 
ilustrates the dangers of letting children grow up with the habbit of gaming for hours at a time 
once they are beyond the control of parents, it gets out of control and the young person can 
become adicted to their console. So how come it is seen as aceptable for parents to allow these 
things in the home.  You would not buy your child cigarettes or vodka, this is no different. 

Of course, not all gamers suffer these extreme consequences. But even relatively short periods of 
time playing games such as Angry Birds or The Sims can affect a childs ability to concentrate for 
extended periods. This is backed up by research, such as that pubblished in 2012 in the journal 
‘Psychology of Popular Media Culture.’ The study which looked at over 3,000 children over three 
years states

‘…those who spend more time playing video games subsequently have more atention problems’

You can imagine the results of attention problems – struggling at school, innability to listen to 
and take in instructions, incapable of long periods of study the list could go on. This dose not just 
effect a young person when there at school, this will have a lasting and irreparable impact on the 
rest of their life in employment in relationships and as a parent themselves
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1. Look at Source 1 and answer the questions below.
A. Give one example of a job that the writer did.
B. What was the circumstance that made the writer think more about equality?

C. Give one example of a restriction imposed on Saudi women.

2. Look at Source 1 for this question. 

How does the author show her anger and frustration about the change to her 
teaching career?

You need to look at:
• Language
• Structure
• Tone

3. Now look at Source 2.
A. How did the newspapers describe the women’s actions at the meeting of protest? 
B. Give two details that suggest some men were vehemently opposed to women 

getting the vote. 

4. Look at Source 2.

What do you think about the author’s view on the rights of women?  
And what do you think about how she expresses this view in the extract?

Include:
• The ideas in the extract
• How Pankhurst talks about her ideas

Remember to use evidence from the text to support your ideas.

5. Now look at both sources 1 and 2.

Looking at both authors, what positive results have come from their negative 
experiences?

6. Both of the sources are about women encountering inequality. 

Compare: 

• What the authors say about inequality.
• How the writers talk about inequality.

Don’t forget to use quotations from the text to support your points.

Section A: Reading (40 marks)

Answer all of the following questions.

[1]

[1]

[1]

[10]

[1]

[2]

[10]

[4]

[10]
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EDUQAS Style KS3 English Language

1. Many 11 year olds are very worried about the transition to high school – they have 
heard stories about bullying from older pupils and think that they may be a victim of this 
hurtful behaviour.

You have been asked to write a magazine article to reassure year 6 pupils about the 
transition to high school and help them to deal with bullying. 

You need to include at least one of the following:

• Types of bullying
• What to do if bullied
• How school can help

• Positive school experiences         [20]

2. ‘Gender stereotypes have no part to play in the 21st century. Men and women should 
be treated in exactly the same way in the workplace, at home and in society at large. 
There should be nothing a woman can do that a man can’t do and vice versa. It’s only an 
accident of biology that we are different at all and these days, that can be overcome.’

Write a speech for your school assembly to argue for or against this statement.         [20]

Section B: Writing (40 marks)

Answer Question 1 and Question 2.

In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.

For each question, 12 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 8 marks 
are awarded for vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.

Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.

You should aim to write about 300-400 words for each task.

• Write a plan before you start your answer.
• Leave 5 minutes at the end of your writing to check through your piece of work. 
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Exam Paper 2 Insert
Source 1

As a child of the eighties, I was brought 
up to believe that there were no 
differences between men and women. 
Well, apart from the obvious. It never 
occurred to me that there would be 
opportunities offered to men that 
weren’t available for me. I wanted to 
be a fighter pilot, and that was fine, 
I could be. In fact, with my cropped 
hair and androgynous body shape, I 
pretty much looked like a boy. Most of 
my friends were boys and I regarded 
myself as completely equal and on the 
same level as them. I had no intention 
of becoming a housewife and although I 
wanted to be a mum, I was determined 
that children would not stand in the way 
of my career. I could have it all. Oh how 
wrong I was!

At 28, I decided to train to become 
a teacher. I’d been a journalist on 
a local magazine (I never did fly a 
plane), but this had become stale and I 
wanted to feel useful. Teaching is very 
straightforward in terms of equality – 
everybody is overworked, stressed and 
is treated like they’ve sold their soul 
to the school whether you are male or 
female. There is a clear pay scale and 
everyone knows what everyone else 
earns - it’s a matter of public record. 
Men do not get paid more than women 
for doing the same job. Not in my 
experience anyway. 

So there I was, safe in the knowledge 
that all’s fair in the land of education 
and that women don’t even have to 
think about equality anymore because it 

just happens now, doesn’t it? And then I 
became pregnant.

You know when you’ve got your best 
outfit on and the high heels and the 
makeup and for once your hair has 
done what you wanted it to do and you 
feel like you’re hot and confident and 
ready to take on the world? So you strut 
into the bar to meet your mates, smiling 
and waving, sure every man in the place 
is thinking ‘Who’s this girl?’ and you’re so 
busy beaming over at your friends that 
you don’t see the pillar in the middle of 
the room and walk ‘smack’ right into it. 
As you crumple to the floor in shame 
and embarrassment, you realise that 
real life will always come back to give 
you a kick, no matter how much you feel 
like you’re in a movie.

Shock Tactics
Catherine Harwood describes the experience that  

turned her from complacent to campaigner.
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Exam Paper 2 Insert

So that’s what happened to me. Well, 
not the walking into a pillar bit, not 
then anyway, but real life coming back 
to pour cold water on all my feelings of 
equality - and it happened once I had 
my first child. 

The truth is, I was naive. I thought 
that I would take full advantage of the 
maternity rights we now have in this 
country and take a full year off – after 
all this was my first baby. Oh, what a 
mistake that was. No-one told me that 
there was an unwritten rule saying your 
boss doesn’t take kindly to your year off. 
No-one told me that this year off would 
result in the end of my career. No-one 
said. I thought it would be OK. Especially 
since my boss was a woman. 

After 12 months, I returned to work full 
of vim and vigour and ready to get back 

into the swing of things. This is what I 
found. All my school files, paperwork, 
books and so forth had been removed 
from my office and put in a black bin 
liner at the back of my classroom. All 
the systems and schemes I had in place 
had been abandoned. I came back 
to an environment I didn’t recognise 
with some new personnel I’d not been 
introduced to and suddenly I was a fish 
out of water. As I felt my confidence 
slipping away, I received a summons to 
see the headteacher and no-one would 
tell me what she wanted. 

It was the worst thing you could hear 
as an employee – you are incompetent. 
‘While you’ve been away, I’ve 
investigated how you were doing your 
job and you didn’t come up to the mark.’ 
I was asked questions about things I 
said in meetings that had happened 
over a year ago (and remember, I’d had 
a baby since then) – I couldn’t give any 
sort of defence because I couldn’t recall 
the exact details of something that far 
back. I was told ‘I would like to demote 
you, but your job title is protected 
because you’ve been on maternity 
leave, so instead I’m putting someone in 
above you. Someone who you will now 
have to report to.’ So, there were ways 
to get round the protection I had from 
my rights – they could stop me from 
doing my original job by restructuring 
the department. And the ‘someone’ in 
question was a man.

This was possibly the most bone-
crushing, heart-sinking, confidence-
ripping meeting of my life and at first, I 
thought it was my fault. I thought I must 
just be rubbish at my job – although no-
one had mentioned a thing in the years 
leading up to going on maternity. 

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110

115

120

3 of 6

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/keystage3-ks3/keystage3-ks3-english


In fact, quite the opposite, I’d always 
been told my work was excellent. So 
in some confusion,  I decided to see a 
lawyer and told her the whole story. ‘I 
see hundreds of women like you,’ she 
said ‘they are doing their job just fine, 
no-one has any complaints then they go 
on maternity leave and when they come 
back they are told they’ve never done 
a thing right. Your boss is trying to get 
rid of you to avoid the inconvenience of 
another mat leave.’

You mean, this ‘right’ that I have is 
actually going to ruin my career? I 
thought we were finished with all that. 
Sure, yes, a year out of the workforce 
means I have to spend time getting 
back up to speed, but in the long term it 
should make no difference. Surely? 

Apparently not. 

This was truly a shock to me. It was like 
someone jumping out from behind a 
wall and slapping me with a wet fish. So 
we were treated differently as women? 
Even by other women. It took a while to 
get my head around that. 

I actually think this ‘hidden’ prejudice 
is worse than the explicit stuff. I mean 
sure, in Saudi Arabia women can’t do 
anything without the permission of their 
‘wali’ (male guardian). They can’t make 
any decisions that we take for granted 
such as going to college, having medical 
treatment, getting married or divorced, 

or even going shopping. Women are 
not allowed to associate with men who 
aren’t directly related to them and the 
public buildings all have a separate 
entrance for men and women. Males 
and females are educated separately 
and, until recently, Saudi women weren’t 
even allowed to drive. But at least they 
are told this very clearly. At least they 
know where they stand. 

I felt like I’d been duped. 

Having said that, I wouldn’t want to 
equate my situation to the plight of 
Saudi women, which is much, much 
worse than being told you are bad 
at your job. These women live in 
perhaps the most restricted regime of 
anywhere in the world. Stories are told 
of emergency, life saving surgery being 
put on hold until the woman’s wali 
could be found to give permission, or 
of fathers marrying their daughters to 
men old enough to be their grandfather 
in order to have debts paid off. 
Some Saudi women live lives that are 
unrecognisable and unthinkable to 
those of us in the western world and 
many of them resist and campaign to 
change the traditions and tribal rules 
that keep them practically imprisoned.

And do you know what? After my 
experience, I will do my best to add 
my voice to theirs to keep the fight for 
equality alive – because heaven knows, 
we need it.
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SPaG Starters Continuous Tense
When we describe something that is still happening, either 
in the past, present or future, we use the continuous 
tense. This involves the past, present or future form of ‘to 
be’, followed by an -ing word.

e.g.

I sat down. = simple past tense.

I was sitting down. = past continuous tense. 

You cannot mix the two tenses. So:

I was sat down. = incorrect.

In each of these sentences, the writer is trying to describe something that was continuing 
– it was not a completed action. But they have mixed up their continuous and past tenses. 
Can you spot the mistakes and correct them?

1. I am sang a song to the judges when they interrupt me.

 

 

2. I was stood waiting for the bus when the car went past.

 

 

3. They are lay on the ground when it happens.

 

 

4. Where were you sat when the man came in?

 

 

5. We’ll be stood in the corridor waiting for the teacher.
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SPaG Starters Practice or Practise
The word practise is a verb – it describes the action of practising.

The word practice is a noun – it describes a thing.

Insert practise or practice into the following sentences:

1. I think you need                              to more before you make the team.

2. It’s good                              to visit other venues before making a decision.

3. Are you coming to footie                             ?

4. The doctors’                              was full so he had to go elsewhere.

5. She didn’t want to                              her piano scales.

Now write two sentences of your own, each using a different version of practice/practise.

 

 

 

 

e.g.   

On Saturday morning, she gets up early to go to  
football practice.

Here practice is a noun because it is part of the name  
football practice.

He had a music exam on Monday, so over the weekend  
he was going to practise his guitar.

Here practise is a verb because he will be carrying out the action of 
practising his guitar.
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SPaG Starters Semi-Colons
A good way to check whether you have used a semi-colon correctly is to 
see if you can replace it with a full stop.  If the clauses either side of the 
full stop still make sense independently, then you have used the semi-
colon correctly.

;
e.g.

The bus was so overcrowded; I felt really claustrophobic.

Each sentence either side is an independent clause; the semi-colon could be replaced by 
a full stop.

Can you insert semi-colons into these sentences? 

1. The students were asked to line up on the yard sensibly during the fire drill the teachers 
needed to quickly take registers.

2. The sports hall was temporarily closed it had rained heavily at the weekend and it  
had flooded.

3. The school library was closed on Thursday lunch times the librarian used this time to 
reorganise everything.

4. The caretaker had cut the grass on the school field at break time it made my  
hayfever worse.

Now have a go at writing your own sentences making use of a semi-colon. Remember to be 
ambitious in your vocabulary choices.
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SPaG Starters Colons
We use colons to:

• link two bold, connected statements;
• introduce direct speech;
• introduce an explanation or example;
• introduce a question;
• introduce a list.

Look at the following sentences. Is the colon correct here? Give them a tick or a cross and 
write an explanation of your decision.

1. The classroom had everything: books, desks, chairs, a whiteboard, a bookcase and many 
posters.

 

 

2. Shay wanted to go to bed: he was exhausted from the journey.

 

 

3. The teacher looked at the class and began her speech: “You need to understand the 
rules…”

 

 

4. Connor had only one question in his mind: could he get away with not doing his 
homework?

 

 

5. Love hurts: hate kills.

 

 

:
Colons are always followed by lower-case letters, unless the 
word is a proper noun or ‘I’.
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Martin Luther King Jr Extraordinary Lives 
Comprehension Questions
1. What name was Martin Luther King given when he was born?

 

2. Why did his father change both of their names?

 

 

 

3. What memory had a lasting impact on King?

 

 

4. Who was King inspired by?

 

 

5. Which landmark court case took place in 1954?

 

6. What was Claudette Colvin arrested for in 1955?

 

 

 

 

7. What was the motto of the SCLC?

 

 

8. What were the dangers of being a civil rights figurehead?

 

 

 

 

9. What famous letter did King pen from prison?
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Martin Luther King Jr Extraordinary Lives 
Comprehension Questions
1. What childhood memory had a lasting impact on King?

 

2. How did King’s father inspire him?

 

 

  

3. Who else did King find inspiring? Why? 

 

 

4. What surprised King about living in the integrated north of the USA?

 

 

 

5. Which landmark court case took place in 1954?

 

6. What was Claudette Colvin arrested for in 1955?

 

 

 

 

7. What was the motto of the SCLC?

 

 

8. What were the dangers of being a civil rights figurehead?
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Martin Luther King Jr Extraordinary Lives Comprehension Questions

10. Why is the March on Washington considered to be so important?
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Martin Luther King Jr Extraordinary Lives Comprehension Questions

9. Why is the March on Washington considered to be so important?

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.  What lasting impact do you think Martin Luther King has?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. How do you think King would perceive the Black Lives Matter movement?
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Martin Luther King Jr Extraordinary Lives 
Vocabulary Sheet
What do the following words from the article mean? Can you figure out their meaning from 
the text or do you need to use a dictionary? 

alma mater 

 

 

defamation

 

 

discrimination

 

 

formative

 

 

inequity

 

 

inherently

 

 

namesake

 

 

orator

 

 

philosophy
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Martin Luther King Jr Extraordinary Lives Vocabulary Sheet

prospective

 

 

spurred

 

 

scepticism

 

 

violated
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